SLPS Spotlight News  

February 22, 2010                         
                            
              
    Weekly Edition

SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district.  To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 

*******************************************************************************

Headline News

FFA: Off the farm, into the city (USA Today)
Logan announces joint strength, conditioning pilot program
EDUCATION DIGEST 

Teacher house calls
Grassroots campaign aimed at getting teens to pull up saggy pants (channel 5) 

Pants on the Ground (Channel 4) 

"Pull up your pants" campaign (Channel 4)   
Campaign Seeks To End Sagging Trend (channel 2) 

UAPO launches campaign to end ‘saggin’ at SLPS high school (American)

Sammy Hagar returns to St. Louis to meet students in his Blessings in a Backpack program (post dispatch)
Sagging pants? A real drag (post dispatch)

SLPS News

	
	


Lipstein at Lyon@Blow
Soldan Summit
UPDATED: 8th Annual Hearts for Hunger Canned Food Drive Information
The St. Louis Public Schools’ 8th Annual Hearts for Hunger Canned Food Drive will run until February 26th. Non-perishable food is requested; however, momentary donations are accepted. To participate please contact Megan Owens (314) 345-4590.  

SLPS Students Participate in 9th Annual SLPS Art Fair
9th Annual SLPS Art Fair sponsored by the St. Louis Zoo and the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation

will be on Saturday, February 20th, through Friday, March 5th, at the St. Louis Zoo Living World on the lower level.  This district-wide art competition is a cross-curricular, research-based project concerning animals in their natural environment in which the visual arts are connected with science, social studies, and communication arts.  The SLPS Art Fair offers young artists in SLPS a wonderful opportunity to display their talents and to receive community exposure and recognition.   Over 200 pieces of artwork from SLPS students in all grade levels PK-12 will be on display during this two week period.   The students’ artwork is judged by area arts leaders, the superintendent, the president of the zoo, and the mayor.  Savings bonds are awarded to the students with winning artwork at the Awards Ceremony on March 5, 2010 at 10:00 am in the at the Living World auditorium.  

Bryan Hill Student Recognized as Finalist 


Congratulations Maurius Henderson for being named as a top 100 finalist in the Picture the Music competition. Over 16,500 entries from 85 schools were submitted, with 100 chosen. Students will be recognized on March 3rd at 7:00pm at Power Symphony Hall. 

St. Louis Dancing Classrooms Teaches Confidence at Jefferson Elementary

Submitted by, Laura Winter

Fifth grade students at Jefferson Elementary are building social awareness, confidence and self-esteem through ballroom dance.  During a 10-week residency with St. Louis Dancing Classrooms (SLDC), the students learn how to successfully dance the Merengue, Foxtrot, Rumba, Tango, Swing, Heel Toe Polka, and Waltz, as well as several line dances. 

Champion ballroom dancer Pierre Dulaine developed the Dancing Classrooms model in 1994 when he realized that ballroom dance has the unique ability to build community and to give children a medium through which to practice respect, dignity and teamwork. The program has since grown to serve hundreds of thousands of children in dozens of cities around the world. 

The residency at Jefferson Elementary is supported through COCA. The SLDC residency not only brings dance into the school, it develops one of Jefferson's core values of character building. During the ballroom dance program, students exercise politeness as ladies and gentlemen while learning a new artistic discipline.

Sumner Student Performs Well at Poetry Out Loud Competition

Sumner High School Junior Anjail Jones competed for the second time in two years during the regional Poetry Out Loud Competition at the Foundy Arts Center in St. Charles.  In mid-January, Jones was crowned Sumner's winner by her peers at an after-school competition sponsored by Sumner's National English Honor Society.  During the regional Poetry Out Loud Competition, Jones performed three poems; "Let it be Forgotten," by Sara Teasdale; "Oh Hope!  Thou soother sweet of human woes," by Charlotte Smith; and "Ancestor," by Jimmy Santiago Baca.

 Jones confidently, seamlessly, and eloquently represented Sumner, SLPS (Sumner was this year's only participating school), and, most importantly, herself.  

Washington Montessori Hosts Father/Daughter and Mother/Son Valentine’s Dance 

Submitted by, Ms. DeAdrienne Torrey, Principal

Little girls with crowns carried long-stemmed roses, little boys in their best suits took the arms of their elegantly gowned mothers to pose for photos, while more parents, students, and even faculty took their turn on the dance floor; and when throats became parched and energy lagged, there was plenty to eat and drink before returning to the dance floor.

Friday, February 12, 2010, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Washington Montessori celebrated Valentine’s Day a little early with a Father-Daughter and Mother-Son Dance.  The parent involvement activity was coordinated by Parent Support Specialist/Volunteer Coordinator, Ms. Jeanette Norman with the help of Mr. Burns and Mr. Williams, our F.A.C.E. coordinators who also recorded the event on video. It was an opportunity for students to enjoy a Pre-Valentine’s Dance with their parents.

Over 150 students plus their parents came out in their finest for dancing, food, and fun. Dwight Stone, a renowned St. Louis D.J., provided entertainment for all.  Chartwell Food Service catered with cookies, punch, and fresh fruit. Long-stemmed roses in a variety of colors and on-the-spot photos to remember the wonderful event were made available to students and their special date for the evening. 

Columbia Elementary Hosts 1st Annual “Read to a Student” Day

Parents, staff and volunteers helped students learn how powerful they can be when they learn to read words made from the 26 letters of the alphabet during the school’s 1st Annual “Read to a Student” day.   “When children learn how to read words their self-esteem increases and their behavior is 100% better. Studies also suggest that children who read at or above grade level are more likely to graduate from high school, attend college or vocational school, and become successful citizens,” said Vrhonnee’ L. Brown, principal. 

Roosevelt High School Presents Colors at MO House of Representatives

Congratulations go to Roosevelt High School Marine Corp JROTC who presented the colors at the beginning of Session in the Missouri House of Representatives on Thursday, Feb. 17. Representative Jeanette Mott Oxford welcomed the group, and provided food and tours during their visit. 

Author Visit a Success!

Paul Volponi and his family visited with the Cadets and Faculty of Cleveland Junior Naval ROTC Academy on Wednesday, February 17.  Mr. Volponi is the author of "Black and White", and other Young Adult Novels.  He is one of the more popular writers for high-school students.  Mr. Volponi has been a teacher in the New York area for several years and actually taught in the infamous "Rikers" facility for juvenile offenders.  He relates very well to young adult readers, especially in urban districts.  Cadets and Faculty members thoroughly enjoyed the session, and want to give a big THANKS to Young Adult Librarian Carrie Dietz of the St. Louis Public Library for working so closely with them to make this visit not only possible, but a rousing success.  Thank you Carrie.  http://slpshs.schoolwires.net/clevelandhs/site/default.asp#
Woodward Students to be Honored During District 8 Recognition Night

Five fifth graders from Woodward Elementary School will be honored at the District 8 Recognition Night at Powell Symphony Hall on February 22.  Receiving awards are Jamal Burns, Arrianna Cannon, Armoni Fields, Leyla Kadymova, and Thao Nguyen.  Congratulations to these fine young musicians!
A SOARING EAGLE SHOUT-OUT TO LORRI LEONG, IAN MARTINEZ-CASSMEYER AND ERICA HOLTS
Lorri Leong, Ian Martinez-Cassmeyer and Erica Holts have been selected by Washington University to participate in the Washington University School of Medicine Saturday Scholars Program. For the next four Saturdays, these three students will have the opportunity to participate in medical research in one of the finest medical facilities in the country. Great work, guys!

Carnahan Student to Serve as Teen Attorney General for Youth in Government

SLPS student Deja Patrick, a junior at Carnahan HSOF will be serving this year as the Teen Attorney General for Youth in Government. She was elected at the Lewis Convention back in November.  She will be traveling to Jefferson City this year to work on civic and government programs for other teens in Missouri. She will have the opportunity to travel to Virginia this summer to participate in the Council for National Affairs. Congratulations!
Carnahan defeats Wentzville

Congratulations are in order for the Carnahan High School Urban Debate League team.  Carnahan’s students defeated Wentzville 2-1 in Mock Trial in Clayton on Jan 28th. 

Asbury United Methodist Church Gives Students a “Warm Start”

Submitted by Velma Bailey

Asbury United Methodist Church has launched a new tradition.  Each morning for two hours church volunteers, neighbors, and a teacher from Columbia School help the children have a “Warm Start.”  Asbury now opens their doors at 6:00 a.m. to allow students to have a warm cup of chocolate or juice, and a granola bar.  In addition, members of Asbury continually provide hats, scarves, and gloves for any child in need every morning!  Asbury provides almost 30 students daily with love, encouraging words, a healthy snack, and a warm cozy place to wait on their bus.  Just in case students miss the bus, Asbury has a telephone to help the students make connections.  

Students who catch school buses at the intersection of Bishop Scott and Maffitt now have a “Safe Sanctuary” to “Warm their Hearts” before catching the bus. If you’d like to help by donating granola bars, juice or chocolate or just want more information about this project, call Pastor Cleveland at @ 314.371.4863.  The United Methodist Church offers “Safe Sanctuary” training and background checks so that their volunteers are 100% responsible in their service to youth. 

Ames Students Recognized at Powell 

Five vocal music students from Ames VPA will be recognized at a special ceremony at Powell Symphony Hall tonight, Monday evening February 22, 2010.  Students were chosen based on their talent, commitment and longevity in the vocal music program at Ames VPA. Please congratulate:   BISA ADERO-Vocal Music, ALANA COLLIER-Vocal Music, JORDAN HICKS- Vocal Music, PARIS SHARP-Vocal Music, and KIYANLA WILLIAMS- Vocal Music

Red Thread Project at Washington Montessori 

Submitted by, Ms. DeAdrienne Torrey, Principal

On Thursday, February 18, fourth and fifth grade students at Washington Montessori began a project of community and interdependence. The project is known as The Red Thread Project.

The Red Thread Project is based on a Chinese proverb that describes how an invisible red thread connects us all.  It shows a community’s interdependence through the making, connecting, exhibiting, and distributing of handmade hats.

In the first of these four stages students will learn a simple knitting technique to create colorful, handmade hats. A community night follows in which all who attend will learn about the project and hear stories regarding connectedness. When the hats are completed, community members and students will gather to dance in unity, connected by the red thread.  Finally, the hats will be disconnected and in a demonstration of cooperative spirit, students will give the hats to a local charity.

Springboard, the recipient of a grant from The Kresge Foundation, is presenting The Red Thread project in three schools in the St. Louis Public Schools during the 2009-2010 school year. More information can be found at TheRedThreadProject.com.

14th Annual President Casino Black History Art Competition Displays Works of Art from SLPS

30 pieces of framed artwork depicting notable African-Americans made by SLPS high school students are on display in the 14th Annual President Casino Black History Art Competition held at the President’s Casino.  The patrons of the casino vote for the winning artwork during Black History Month.  The students with the winning artwork receive savings bonds ranging from $1000 to $50.  

SLPS Hosts Black History Month Activities

February is Black History Month and in celebration SLPS schools are hosting a variety of activities and events. Please click the following link to see each school’s activity, date, and time!  Black History Month Activities 
*Information on this link will be updated regularly 
Upcoming Events

8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year:




February 23 – Busch AAA @ Harris Stowe State University




February 24 – Peabody K-8 eMints @ St. Louis University




March 2 -        Lyon @ Blow K-8 @ Webster University




March 4 -       Gateway Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Meramec




March 5 -       Stevens Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

Sumner Alumni Association to Host Annual Round Up

Sumner Alumni Association’s Annual Round-Up will be Sunday February 28, 2010 from 1-4p.m. at Sumner. The Round-Up is held to celebrate the achievements of alumni in various career categories. This year’s event will recognize those alumni in the entertainment field and will feature performances from Marsha Evans, Mark Gladney, Shirley LeFlore, Bobby Norfolk, Wendi Gordon, the Jazz Edge Band, and others.  A reception will be held prior to the program.  A reception will be held prior to the program.

The Round-Up will kick off the 100th and 135th anniversaries of Sumner High School.  Sumner, the first high school for black students west of the Mississippi river, has been in its current location for 100 years and has been in existence for 135 years.  Various activities are scheduled throughout the year to commemorate these milestones.

The Alumni Round-Up is free and all alumni and guests are invited to attend.  For further information, call the alumni hotline at 314-345-2676 or email questions and comments to sumneralumni@aol.com.

BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers and Best Table Decorations

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

Scholarship Opportunity

Thouvenot, Wade & Moerchen Inc., an engineering and surveying firm, is offering three $1,000 scholarships to full-time students pursuing civil engineering or land surveying bachelor's degrees during the fall 2010 semester.
Two scholarships are available for current high school seniors; one scholarship is available for a current undergraduate college student.
To view the complete rules and requirements and to download an application, visit www.twm-inc.com. The application deadline is April 9. 

U.S. Census Jobs!

The U.S. Census Bureau is currently hiring temporary census takers to help conduct the 2010 Census. Hours are flexible, with a maximum of 40 hours per week. Pay is $15.25 to $17.00 per hour, plus mileage. Full details, including a practice test, are found at: www.2010censusjobs.gov. Call the St. Louis Census Bureau at 314-800-0660 to sign up for a test session near your home. Don’t wait; the Census is just around the corner. 

Council of Great City Schools Scholarship

The Council of the Great City Schools is pleased to launch a new scholarship program exclusively for Great City School graduating seniors who plan to pursue postsecondary education in the STEM fields.  

Named for the first African American to walk in space, Bernard Harris, the new scholarship is now available to encourage minority students from the Great City Schools to pursue college degrees and careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. The scholarship is funded by ExxonMobil and will be inaugurated for 2010 graduating high school seniors in school districts represented by the Council of the Great City Schools.   

Four scholarships for two males and two females -- $5,000 each -- will be awarded to two African American and two Hispanic students on behalf of the former astronaut, physician and businessman.  Deadline for student submissions for the ExxonMobil Bernard Harris Scholarships is May 14.   

Here's the link to the scholarship program and the application:  http://www.cgcs.org/Awards/Harris_Scholarship.pdf. 

Julia Richer Scholarship for High Education Application Now Available

The Julia Richer Scholarship for Higher Education, Offered by the St. Louis Financial Services Coalition, offers a High School Scholarship up to $1,000.00 

To find out requirements, or to apply, please contact:
Saint Louis Financial Services Coalition

Attention:  Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 771005

St. Louis, MO 63177

Email: scholarship@stlfsc.org
Do you know a Huggable Hero®?

The search is on for the next group of great young leaders to join the Build-A-Bear Workshop
Huggable Heroes Hall of Fame.  Young people between the ages of seven and 18 who are making positive contributions in their schools, neighborhoods and communities will be honored for their hard work and dedication to make the world a better place.  The deadline to enter is February 26, 2010. Parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, siblings, friends, teachers, organization leaders, or the young people themselves may submit entries. 
Each Huggable Hero will receive a prize worth $10,000 ($7,500 in the form of an educational scholarship and $2,500 from the Build-A-Bear Workshop Foundation to be donated to the charity of the hero’s choice and awarded in the winner’s local currency). The 12 winners will also receive a trip for themselves and one adult to a special awards celebration and a 2010 Build-A-Bear Workshop Huggable Heroes calendar photo shoot.
To learn more about the contest, or to download a nomination form, visit www.buildabear.com/huggableheroes or visit any Build-A-Bear Workshop store.
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